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Consideration on development of Housing First for homeless people in Japan through comparison of existing programs

OFF¥ B> HR R—H*
OMagokoro YOSHIHIRA, Shunichiro YOSHITAKE

Housing First model (HF) established by Pathways to Housing is evaluated as the most effective way to accommodate
homeless people especially with psychiatric disabilities and substance use disorders. Homeless supportive organizations in Japan
have begun to introduce HF in recent years, nonetheless, sheltering has been the most prevalent way to accommodate homeless
people in Japan over the past two decades and the paternalistic behavior still exist in self-proclaimed “Housing First” cases,
lacking the perspective of clients’ recovery through self-determination, resulting in confinement by poverty business. Hereby we
discuss how we should bring in HF in Japan by introducing the “Five key principles” proposed by Pathways to Housing —

“Immediate access to housing with no readiness conditions” “Consumer choice and self-determination” “Recovery orientation”

“Individualized and person-driven supports” and “Social and community integration”. Then, reflecting the situation regarding
HF in Japan, further analyses are made by comparing three supportive facilities in Japan as well as key persons’ interviews. In
result, HF projects in Japan are still yet in the beginning and immature as HF, however, there are certainly several factors we

need to pay attention to in order to introduce fair HF in Japan.

Keywords: Housing First, Homelessness, Consumer’s Choice, Recovery Orientation, Social and Community

Integration
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